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Dayton	Sister	City	Committee/Foundation	
Meeting	Minutes	

Tuesday,	August	8,	2017	
Coolidge	Wall	Law	Office,	5:30	pm	

	
Attendees:		Andrew	Waldholtz,	Merle	Wilberding,	Monica	Jones,	Kevin	Lydy,	Bridget	
Federspiel		
	
Guest:		Erin	Gahimer	
	

• General	Welcome	and	Call	to	Order	

• Review	and	Approval	of	July	Minutes.		A	quorum	was	not	present.	

• Committee	Reports	
	
	 a.				Youth	(K.	Geers)		

b.				Augsburg	(D.	Klass)	
c.	 Oiso	(K.	Lydy).			Kevin	shared	an	update	that	3	students	from	Oiso	were	in	Dayton.		

There	was	a	picnic	with	JACL,	a	Dragons	game,	and	a	trip	to	Columbus.			
d.	 Monrovia	(Open)			
e.	 Holon	(C.	Rice/L.	Simms-Parks)			
f.	 Sarajevo	(M.	Jones).		Bridget	shared	that	she	has	not	heard	back	from	her	contact	at	the	
school	in	Sarajevo.		She	will	try	to	contact	them	again.	
g.		 Marketing	(A.	Robinson)			
h.	 Budget	update	(A.	Grieve)		

• Old	Business	

a. Annual	Reports	(A.	Robinson)	
b. Status	update	for	projects	from	BiH	trip	(Misc.)	

• STEM/Mostar	Internship	Program	
• Balkan	Veteran’s	Proposal.		Monica	shared	that	the	group	who	was	working	on	
this	did	not	receive	the	USAID	grant.	

• Other.		Andrew	shared	that	the	planned	event	with	JACL	at	DAI	is	tentatively	
postponed	until	next	year.	
	

• New	Business	
Erin	Gahimer	introduced	herself.		She	works	at	UD,	and	has	interned	with	Sister	Cities	
International	in	DC.	
	

• Other	Items	for	the	Good	of	the	Committee		
• Meeting	adjourned	(Motion	by	Merle,	seconded	by	Kevin)	
	

Future	Meeting	Dates	
(usually	2nd	Tuesday	of	the	month)	
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Tuesday	 September	12		 Coolidge	Wall		 5:30	

Tuesday	 October	10		 Coolidge	Wall		 5:30	

Tuesday	 November	14		 Coolidge	Wall		 5:30	

	 	 December???	

	

Committee	reports:	

	

Oiso:	

	

Oiso Committee Report to the Dayton Sister City Committee 
 

July, 2017 
 
Three students from Oiso, traveled to Dayton, Ohio on July 20.  The students, Minato Miyagawa, 
Urara Hirano and Momoha Hara each spent 12 days living with Dayton host families (the three 
students who traveled to Oiso last summer) and took part in a wide variety of activities including 
an introduction to Mayor Nan Whaley and City Council.  Some of the other activities that the 
students took part in included: 
 

• A trip to the Drive-in theater; there is no such concept in Japan and it was most certainly 
an experience they’ll remember for a long time! 

• Watching a Dayton Dragons game from the City of Dayton’s suite.  While the weather 
delayed the game for a bit, the students enjoyed themselves.   Thanks to Monica Jones 
for helping out!   

• Touring the Ohio State House and having lunch at Schmidt’s Sausage Haus in 
Columbus. 

• Kayaking down the Great Miami River.   
 
There were many other exciting adventures as well as opportunities for the students to 
demonstrate specific skills:  Minato demonstrated karate to students at Tama Martial Arts and 
Urara was able to demonstrate her calligraphy skills to a group of elementary students at 
Childtime Learning Center.  ).   The students returned home on August 2.   
 
There are several things that are on the Oiso agenda in the coming months.  First and foremost 
will be the selection of students who will travel to Oiso during summer, 2018.  We have one 
student, AJ Davis, who will be travelling.  He was supposed to host this summer but the fourth 
Oiso student intending to travel to Dayton dropped out.  I will be working with Tetsuyo and 
Norio to determine the number of students that we can send.  The second item on the Oiso 
agenda will be the 50th anniversary of the Dayton-Oiso Sister City Arrangement.  I will need to 
coordinate with the Oiso International Association (their new name) to determine how they wish 
to proceed.  I will also be working with the Japanese American Citizen’s League to help plan any 



Augsburg Germany, 1964 
Oiso, Japan, 1968 

Monrovia, Liberia, 1972 
Holon, Israel, 1997 

Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 1999 
 

 
Our Mission: Provide community leadership to promote Dayton internationally and increase the 

global awareness of its residents through developing and maintaining active Sister City relationships. 

events that will take place here in Dayton.  It will be advantageous to look back at past events 
that have been put on in the name of our sister city relationship.  Lastly, and this may be a part of 
the anniversary preparations, I want to revisit the Oiso-Dayton marathon exchange that Norio 
brought up last summer.  Plans fell apart as the Oiso International Association migrated away 
from the Oiso city government.    
 
Respectfully Submitted on July 10, 2017. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kevin Lydy 
Chair – Oiso Committee 
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Holon: 

 

As you can see below, I am reaching out to the Dayton Ohio Regional Trade Representative to Israel , Hadas Bar-
Or, to help us get connected with the appropriate individual(s) in Holon.  (see email below) I hope to meet with her 
when she’s in Dayton next month.   

We will send a new mail/email once we identify the appropriate person to work with so we can identify what 
activities Holon would like to see happen between our two cities.  We will also engage local Jewish community 
once we have a better idea of where we headed with Holon.  Miami Valley School has already voiced an interest in 
creating a student exchange if Holon is interested. 

Email to Hadas: 

Hadas:  I am reaching out to you in hopes of getting on your calendar when you are in Dayton next month—even if 
we meet for only 10-15 minutes would be most helpful.  As you know, I am one of the co-chairs of the Dayton 
Sister Cities Committee’s Holon committee.  One of our members, Andrew Waldholtz, traveled to Israel back in 
early June and had hoped to meet with Rami Aharony, the individual listed as Director of Special Projects and Sister 
City Relationships.  I had sent the attached letter and Rami tried to respond to Andrew to set up a time to meet but 
due to an email snafu, Andrew never got the message until too late and the visit didn’t happen.  Missed opportunity! 

 So we begin all over again…. 

 I know you are engaged in the region through your role as the Dayton Ohio Region Trade Representative to 
Israel.  In March, Sinclair and the Holon Institute of Technology entered into a partnership involving UAS 
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technology.  It is also my understanding that you have a relationship with General Shimon Hefetz, Chairman of 
Friends of Holon that was started in 1998 by Congressman Mike Turner.   I assume that Friends of Holon is their 
equivalent name for Holon Sister City Committee and not a separate organization.  Am I correct in assuming Rami 
Aharony is responsible for all the Sister City initiatives Holon has in place and Gen Hefetz is the main contact for 
the Holon-Dayton Sister City relationship? Our first goal is to simply learn who we need to introduce ourselves to 
and have that first conversation.  Any advice or help you can give on this question will be most appreciated! 

 Once we identify the appropriate point of contact, we would like to explore what activities Holon would be 
interested in doing together—student exchanges, pen pal program, or something altogether different?  We are aware 
of a cultural exchange that took place in 2008 but little else has taken place since then from what we can tell.  I am 
hoping you can help us get this initial conversation started.  We have talked to several local Jewish community 
leaders and will get them engaged once we know what Holon would like this sister city relationship between our two 
cities to become.   

 Any help you can provide to help us get started will be absolutely incredible!  I would love to meet  you next month 
when you are in Dayton because a face to face meeting makes all the difference when you want to build 
relationships!  The only dates I will be out of town next month will be the afternoon of Monday September 11th 
through Wednesday September 13th when I will be attending a conference in Cleveland.  

 I look forward to hearing from you and getting started!  Thanks in advance for any suggestions or help you can 
provide!!!  Carolyn 

	


